Fredericktown Revitalization Initiative Meeting Minutes, September 21, 2009

President Roger Stevens at Cowboy Coffee called the September 21st meeting of Fredericktown Revitalization Initiative to order at 5:30pm.  Attending were: Roger Stevens, Twila Whitener, Ruth Ann Skaggs, Kate Cox, Hiedi Beyer, Denny Henke, Dr. Phillip Beyer, Becky Hunt, Joan Means, Pastor Pam Cowen, Tony Dudley, Mary Long, Jim Dismuke, Sue Nations, Juli Brown and Rick and Cecilia Young.  Treasurer Ruth Ann Skaggs reported a balance of $3,386.52.  The total amount sold at Dr. Beyer’s fundraiser was corrected to $779.00.  Check will be made for Corey Warner for $168.00 and the Democrat News for $35.00.  

Becky Hunt, Director of the County Health Department, presented information on the Volunteer Corps and discussed volunteer opportunities during flu clinics at the Health Department.  She mentioned CERT training and NIMS classes online.  Tony Dudley can help set up an evening workshop for the training.  

Rick Young, of the Sheets and Young Foundation, gave a presentation on the history and purpose of the Foundation. The office is now located at 126 South Main Street, contact at 783-4623.

The minutes from the previous meeting were reviewed and Ruth Ann Skaggs made a motion to approve them, seconded by Joan Means, all were in favor.  

Old business address included the scheduling of volunteers for the County Fair Booth.  Post cards and T-shirts will be sold, and flyers for the “Spooktacular” distributed.  Post Cards were distributed by the Christian Church during their 100-year anniversary service and were very well received. No ETA for the 100 decals and stickers has been given yet.  The Health Department is looking for volunteers for Flu clinics starting October 1st.  The Rhodes House has been sold to the First Baptist Church.  It is one of very few German style houses and is of historic value to the downtown area.  Dr. Beyer suggested that the group approach the church about preserving it.  Dr. Hamilton, who serves on the church’s board, will be contacted. 

The topic of signage was discussed.  Historic District signs form the Highway Department have been ordered, but only one sign will be available.  “Thank you for visiting signs” yards signs and window signs will be printed and distributed.  

A reminder was given to all committees to generate a work plan.  It was suggested that the group identify long-term goals and priorities to aid in the focus of each committee.  A “Shop Local” campaign was then discussed.  Kate Cox shared item from another downtown including a walking map and shop local card for a raffle.  It was suggested that each committee share concepts and ideas for the campaign.  

Hiedi Beyer reported that the next Promotions meeting to plan “Freakytown” will be held at Dr. Beyer’s office at 6pm, Sept. 22nd.  Kate Cox reported for the Organization committee.  The Articles of Incorporation will be approved and signed at the next meeting.  Vance Vineyard has yet to respond to a request for catering prices so it was decided upon to use Plankroad Inn Catering for the Gala. Desserts have been priced separately for the event.  FRI members will need to reserve and pay for seats at the following meeting.  Invites are being generated.  Country Lane and the Flower Box will be providing floral arrangements, and Kate has been devising other decorations.  She was given an operating budget of $250.00 for this task suggested by Mr. Dudley, which was seconded by Ruth Ann Skaggs, and all were in favor.  The “Home for the Holidays” event to be held Friday December 4th from 5:30pm-9:00pm was discussed.  The horse and carriage will cost $300.00 for which we will need to ask donations.  Ms. Cox also mentioned the Blood Drive to be held October 22nd, 2pm-7pm at the Catholic Church.  Volunteers are needed.  The E.R. committee had nothing to report.  Mr. Henke reported for the Design Committee.  The database is pretty close to being complete.  Design Guidelines are also being generated and information is being gathered on the relevance to city ordinances. 


Pastor Pam shared that the land behind NEW Era Bank has been given for putting in a skate park and mini-golf course.  She mentioned available grant money for faith-based projects.  


President Stevens suggested that members visit new Downtown businesses “The Discount Store” and “IBS” and adjourned the meeting.  

