Fredericktown Revitalization Initiative Meeting Minutes, August 3rd, 2009

The Fredericktown Revitalization Initiative Meeting held President Roger Stevens called August 3rd, 2009 to order at Wanda Priest Park, 5:30pm.  Others present included: Ruth Ann Skaggs, Juli Brown, Kate Cox, Shanna Sorg, Hiedi Beyer, Denny Henke, Wesley Royer, Tony Dudley, Kim Lerche, Correy Warner, Jason Brewington, Mary Long, and Dr. Beyer.  Ruth Ann Skaggs made a motion to approve minutes from the previous meeting, Kate Cox seconded and a unanimous vote from Board members approved minutes.  Ruth Ann Skaggs gave the treasurer’s report.  One check was paid to Brewen Farms for $242.80, leaving a total balance of $2,332.00.  Juli Brown moved to approve the report, Shanna Sorg seconded, and all approved.


Old business addresses included a report of Gorilla Gardener activities; the pots have been mulched and new growth is visible on plants.  An adjusted logo for the group will be presented at the next meeting.  


In New Business, Shanna Sorg noted that books available from the National Trust for MainStreet are available to member at a 25% discount.  Ruth Ann Skaggs will send an e-mail of books that she has already purchased and make available to members.  Denny Henke requested that previous meeting minutes for the website.  An updated contact list will also be e-mailed to everyone.  


Committee reports began with the Organization Committee.  Kate Cox reported that a meeting was held on the 23rd of July.  The Gala to be held at Homan Hall was discussed.  An invite list will be made, not to exceed 100 guests.  The cost will be set between $25.00 and $30.00 a person, or $50.00 for a couple.  The committee discussed sponsorships and incorporating buildings downtown into activities for the evening.  Jennifer Belleau was contacted for a catering price from Vance Vineyard.  Attire will be formal or semi-formal.  The next meeting of Organization will be Thursday, August 6th, 12:00pm at Cowboy Coffee.   


The Promotion Committee reviewed the seven steps for creating an image as the MainStreet pamphlet suggested.  Hiedi Beyer reviewed the committee’s plans for Halloween Event “FreakyTown” to be held the Saturday night of Halloween.  A discussed followed concerning invitees to the “Trunk-or-Treat” and “Witches Brew.”  T-shirts and treat bags were suggested.  A new date for Dr. Beyer’s fundraiser warehouse sale was set for the weekend of the 29th, including a pre-sale the Thursday preceding.  


Shanna Sorg reported on the Economic Restructuring Committee meeting held July 29th at Cowboy Coffee.  She noted that an introduction to the Committee’s duties and initial goals were reviewed.  A walking tour of downtown is scheduled for August 5th, to review businesses and vacancies.  She also mentioned that Kyle Wright has started to record a database of businesses in town with accompanying photographs.  


Denny Henke presented the action of the Design Committee.  Ruth Ann Skaggs is to make a half page flyer introducing FRI.  A new logo will be available next meeting for approval.  Suggestions are welcome for a tag line to accompany the new logo.  Correy Warner is creating a building inventory.  An educational presentation is being made as well as a volunteer database.  Volunteer development was discussed; a letter will be sent to churches, MCCDD, in newspapers, schools, and ROTC to solicit volunteer help.  Corey Warner is developing digital illustrations of building facades to aid in future re-modeling.  It was suggested that Fritz and Dan Bathe be invited to meetings.  The next meeting will be held Monday August 10th at 11:00am at Cowboy Coffee.   

Other new business discussed included a suggestion to make “Welcome to Fredericktown” signs for business owner’s downtown and for the city.  Post cards were also discussed and the availability of the historic Fredericktown DVD.  


The next meeting will be a walking tour of downtown to be held at 5:30pm, August 17th, meeting at Cowboy Coffee.  Shanna Sorg made a motion to adjourn, Denny Henke seconded, all in favor and Roger Stevens adjourned the meeting.  

