Fredericktown Revitalization Initiative Meeting Minutes, August 17th, 2009

The Fredericktown Revitalization Meeting held August 17th, 5:30pm at Cowboy Coffee Company was called to order by president Roger Stevens and a walking tour of the downtown area commenced.  Members present included Roger Stevens, Ruth Ann Skaggs, Denny Henke, Kim Lerche, Dr. Beyer, Twila Whitener, Kayda, Kyle Wright, Tony Dudley, Cyd Cox, and Juli Brown.  The group walked from the Coffee shop around East Main Street, observing the “Old Town” District, reviewing the architectural details of buildings including: Building Style, Appearance, Building Condition, Window Displays, and Distinctive Features.  The group discussed current tenants, former tenants and former physical appearances of the buildings.  Unfortunately the tour was cut short due to poor weather.  The meeting resumed at Cowboy Coffee. 

The meeting minutes from August 3rd were approved.  Ms. Skaggs submitted the Treasurer’s Report showing a balance of $2,220.39.  Mr. Stevens asked the group for comments on the tour.  It was agreed upon that another attempt should be made perhaps after some research of different architectural styles and historic information can be shared.  It was noted that Kyle Wright and Corey Warner are working together on a PowerPoint of old and current photographs of the downtown area.  

Committee Reports began with a report by Cyd Cox from the Organization Committee.  The Gala to be held November the 14th at Homan Hall in Marquand will have a black and white movie theme.  She requested a list of names for invitations, as there is a limit in the hall of 100 persons.  Durso Winery and Vance Vineyards have both confirmed interest in conducting wine tasting that evening.  Thousand Oaks will also be contacted.  The group has not yet received an estimate from Vance Vineyards for catering the event.  Ms. Cox also noted that she contacted the St. Genevieve MainStreet group, and that they would like to share their progress with us!

The Kyle Wright of the Economic Restructuring Committee reported that he is gathering information on downtown businesses/buildings and developing a questionnaire for property owners.  

The Promotion Committee had no new meetings.

The Design Committee is developing a half-page flyer and looking for slogan recommendations.  The next meeting will be held at 11:00am the following Monday at Cowboy Coffee.  Mr. Warner is currently cropping photographs to be included in the database that Mr. Henke is building.  Mr. Henke is also developing a volunteer database and will put a notice in the Madison County Crier, the Democrat News and compose a letter to churches for recruits.  Ruth Ann Skaggs mentioned grant funds available for establishing a Citizen Corps and that the Health Department has a list of volunteers from the storm and may be able to contribute to that effort.  She also mentioned the possibility of holding a CERT training.  The group consolidating design guidelines as well.  

New business discussed included the prospect of advertising for historic photographs in the newspaper and possibly having a weekly building highlight.  It was also suggested that meeting minutes be published in the Democrat News.  Bill Hart will be visiting Fredericktown to consult on refurbishing.  Pastor Pam is writing another Downtown Ghost Story to be enacted this fall.  It was suggested that the Faith Foundation be contacted for involvement in the Halloween event, as well as the sorority regarding the witch’s brew.  It was suggested that FRI have a booth at the fair to sell postcards, shirts, and hand out flyers and decals.  The group should also be thinking about ideas for the Home for the Holidays event. President Stevens then adjourned the meeting.

