Fredericktown Revitalization Initiative Membership Meeting Minutes

December 21st, 2009

President Stevens called the F.R.I. membership meeting held at Cowboy Coffee, December 21st, 2009 to order at 5:30pm.  Members present included Roger Stevens, Twila Whitener, Julianne Brown, Ruth Ann Skaggs, Kate Cox, Hiedi Beyer, Denny Henke, Kyle Wright, Jim Dismuke, Laura Mooney, Jason Brewington, Jim Sanders, Cyd Cox and Dr. Beyer.  

Ruth Ann Skaggs gave the Treasurers report; she showed a balance of $1,459.88.  


New Business discussed included a reminder to participate in the online volunteer certification that Mr. Dudley researched and provided information to the group.  Denny Henke reminded the group to submit estimated volunteer hours and committee reports for the Annual Report that he is graciously preparing.  The Beautification Committee’s “Welcome to Fredericktown” signs that Corey Warner designed were mentioned.  The amount of monetary donation from F.R.I was suggested at $250.00 and a recommendation to the Beautification Committee for business sponsor matching funds will be given.  The decision to donate was tabled to the next meeting. 

Parking signs for the alleys in the downtown area were ordered by Public Works Director Kenny McDowell and will be put up by the city.  Ruth Ann Skaggs reported that Scott Reid filed the 501(c) 3 status and we will receive status soon.  


The City of Fredericktown has allocated approximately $12,000.00 to be used for F.R.I. purposes.  Ideas for the use of the funds were recommended and included: and information board including the history of the downtown area, parking lot improvements, an Old Town business brochure, a revolving loan, banners, benches, tree replanting, alley improvements and lighting.  Work Plans for Home for the Holidays and Freakytown to include dates and deadlines to be used next year were also discussed.


In New Business Jason Brewington introduced Laura Mooney to the group as a new participant.  The Promotions committee reported that Michelle Francis of The Flower Box would participate in a chocolate Valentine’s Day event.  Dr. Beyer and Hiedi Beyer announced that the EMAA will be hosting a community garden project on a lot in the downtown area and suggested that volunteers from our group may be helpful.  

The Organization Committee plans to canvas businesses for feedback on the Home for the Holidays event and suggested incorporating collections for the food bank into the evening next year.  Ideas for an event in April to celebrate Earth Day were discussed including a Downtown clean-up to involve the entire community in the effort.  Planning for this year’s Parade on Wheels will also begin.  


Mr. Dismuke shared that Shanna Sorg and building inspector Mr. Macke toured the downtown area together to address the poor state of some buildings that he previously stated were not in violation of code.  He also suggested that the group involve the city in clean-up efforts downtown.  He also pointed out that business owners need to be involved in clean up of their property.  He said that Shanna would contact the business owners.  

Denny Henke reported for the E.R. Committee that business inventory sheets had been printed and now need to be distributed.  The Design committee is transitioning into being lead by Corey Warner and Ruth Ann Skaggs.  They are working on packets for business owners.  Kyle Wright suggested that the group should be sure to involve the schools.  He said that getting the FFA and other student volunteers is a great way to make sure the whole community is involved.  


The meeting was then adjourned.  

